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A "PALACE OF DELIGHT."
THE realisation of Mr. Walter Besant’s beneficent idea of I

a" Palace of Delight" in the East-end of London, set apart
for the amusement and improvement of the toiling multi-
tudes of that densely crowded district, is in itself a suffi- 

I

ciently notable event to claim a place in the chronicles of 1
the capital ; but when to this are added the felicitous facts 1
that the opening of the Palace has been so timed as to con- I
stitute the commencement of the celebration of the Jubilee i
of Queen Victoria’s happy and prosperous reign, and that
Her Majesty herself performed the inaugural ceremony there,
the event supplies material not only for the theme of the
Court newsman, but for the hearty congratulation of every
loyal subject of the crown which has been worn gracefully
by a Sovereign who has laboured graciously for the good
and contentment of her people for fifty years. The func-
tion on Saturday was all that could be desired, and, even by
those cynics who do not believe in the spontaneity of
reverence, and even affection, for a Monarch, it must be
ungrudgingly conceded that the proofs of joyous emotion
pervading the " masses " were not only abundant, but incon-
trovertible.
There is always great difficulty in forming an accurate fore-

cast of the practical value and ultimate measure of success of
any effort for the public good which is made for the people
instead of by them. Whether this Palace of Delight "-thing
of beauty as it undoubtedly is, in many senses-will prove a
joy for ever remains to be seen. We know how many well-
conceived schemes have failed, at least in the full fruition
of their expected results. It is needless, and might be
invidious, to particularise; but the fact is beyond question,
and the lesson it teaches ought to be submissively learned.
The moral seems to be that there should not be overmuch

management in the endeavour to meet the needs of the
masses. Better far let taste develop itself, and then culti-
vate its growth. Attempts to " force " desired qualities in
human nature generally fail, and not unfrequently more
harm than good is done by the endeavour. Speaking
generally, the scheme of the promoters of the " Palace of
Delight" is an admirable one. It is satisfactory to find that
the scheme of this new venture-which it would be most

regrettable to ruin by any wrongheadedness&mdash;is sufficiently
broad to include gymnasia and swimming baths. It might
with advantage go further. Mr. Walter Besant’s idea not
only comprised, but made a feature of, dancing. Good might
result from a reperusal of this gentleman’s admirable and
entertaining book. We commend the suggestion to the o’er
gude," who may, with the best intentions, frustrate the
beneficent working out of this scheme, as they have marred
many others. So far everybody is to be congratulated, and
the event of Saturday last is one around which none but

loyal and grateful recollections can cling.

THE BOILING POINT OF OZONE.

OzoNE, according to the recent careful observations of
Dr. Olszewski, boils at a temperature of - 106&deg; C. This
curious substance-tbe nature of which was so long a
mystery, and about which so many conflicting hypotheses
have been devised-is now becoming well known to us. For
the sake of those of our readers who have not been able to
follow the details of recent research, we may in a few words
summarise the present state of our knowledge. Ozone is a
denser form of oxygen. Its specific gravity is 24, that of
common oxygen being 16, and that of hydrogen 1. It is

highly probable that its molecules contain three similar

oxygen atoms. In the concentrated state it is a powerful
irritant poison, and it is very unstable, decomposing with
explosion and with evolution of heat, and exerting a most
powerful action on oxidisable materials. For some time

past it has been known that it liquefies under the influence
of combined cold and pressure. The liquid is indigo blue,
and its vapour in a tolerably concentrated state has a colour
which can only be compared to that of an Italian sky.
Olszewski has now succeeded in liquefying it at the ordinary
atmospheric pressure by exposing it to the intense cold of
boiling oxygen ( - 181’ C.). When cautiously heated the
liquid began to evaporate, and when heated to - 106&deg; C, it
entered into active ebullition. It is a very dangerous sub-
stance to work with. 
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A PArINFUL occurrence has taken place at Ince, near Wigan,
in Lancashire. The authorities of Ince have had constructed

lately an infectious disease hospital, and from the evidence
given at the inquest on a child which was overlain by its
fevered mother it appears that the nurse is sixty years of
age, and she with her husband, who is fifty-five years of
age, have charge of the institution. Mr. Brighouse, the
county coroner, held an inquest on the child, and he, con-
sidering that the body was lying at a fever hospital and that
many of the jurors were married men with families, dispensed
with the practice of viewing the body. It came out in evi-
dence that a case of typhoid fever was admitted into the
hospital on a Saturday night, late, and that early on Sunday
morning the patient gave birth to a child, which was the
subject of inquiry. Dr. Hall, jun., who was acting for
the medical officer of health during temporary absence from
illness, and also the assistant of Dr. Hall, ordered the child
to be removed from the woman. The father was appealed
to, but he could not take it. The nuisance inspector and
the clerk to the board, and also the relieving officer, were ap-
pealed to, but in vain, and, as might have been expected from
so young a babe being left with a fevered mother, the child was
found next morning overlain. The coroner, in summing up,
stated that " the evidence, however, had disclosed a very
unfortunate state of affairs. The woman in charge of the
hospital was practically by herself, and this meant that for
seventy-six hours she was kept awake nursing and attend-
ing to the wants of these people without any help. All the
while communications were being made to the nuisance
inspector and the clerk to the local board the woman was
left by herself, and no provision seemed to have been made
for clothing the child, who had been wrapped up in towels
for want of something better. The whole case seemed to
have been surrounded with neglect, and two questions to
be considered by the jury were, first, as to whether the
death was accidental, and then as to whether the manage-
ment of the hospital was in any way to blame." The jury
found a verdict of accidental death, and desired to say the
hospital management was bad, and that " the authorities
should reconsider the question of the management of the
hospital so as to preserve life in the future." This is

certainly an unfortunate case. Here we have a sanitary
authority providing a hospital for infectious diseases, no
doubt at the strong request of the Local Government

Board, yet it is inefficiently equipped. Sanitary authorities
will spend two or three thousand pounds in building a

hospital, but, from a penny wise and pound foolish policy,
will begrudge a couple of hundreds for furnishing it, and

, 

will grumble at the expense of a few pounds yearly for its
proper maintenance. This case will probably teach the ad-
sjoining authorities that it is their duty not only to provide
 a hospital, but to see that it is properly administered, or how
fcan poor people be expected to enter it? Nothing brings
3 sanitary authorities to a sense of their duty so much as a
1! misfortune like this, or a severe epidemic which slaughters
1 hundreds. We would advise all medical officers of health
1 either to have their infectious hospitals efficiently equipped
t or to have nothing to do with their management. We know
e the difficulties of providing and maintaining hospitals in


